Birthday Party Task Analysis
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This is a birthday party for a 33 yr old…er, ah I mean… a 10 year old boy.  His birthday is in July so out-door activities are a must.  He has invited 20 guests, but more are expected with chaperones and other family members.  

Analysis of Transportation to Child’s Birthday Party

1. When making out invitations to party, include a map to your home (taken from Yahoo Maps), include Web Address for Yahoo Maps so guests can get directions from their home directly to yours.

2. Call guests to make sure they have a ride to party.

3. Make list of guests who will need a ride to the party.

4. Find out addresses and directions to these homes.

Input- During call, if they need a ride, ask for address and directions to their home.

Input- Online map directory (Yahoo Maps) 

Input- Telephone book- City map, child’s knowledge of where guests live

Input- Ask if some guests could ride together

Action- Set up rides for guests, and select best route to take to pick-up guests who need a ride

Output- After asking for directions by phone, studying the map, and consulting with child, driver is able to select the best route to take when picking up guests

Cue- Child knows where guests live, could ride along and help with directions

Cue- Child could help with route selection without going along

Cue- Driver could call guests’ parents and ask for directions

Cue- After checking the map, consulting the child, looking online, and calling some parents, driver selects the best route to take to transport guests to party. 

Outcome- All guests arrive at party safely and on time. 

Analysis of Activities @ Child’s Birthday Party

1.  Monitored play time (10:30-12:00)

a. Chaperons


b. Clean yard

· Pen up dog night before
· Rake

· Clear large branches &/or debris


c Purchase Slip’n’Slide


d Make sure guests bring swimsuits


e Make sure 1staid kit is handy

2.  Serve lunch (12:00-12:30)

a. Grilled hotdogs


b. Potato chips


c Condiments (ketchup, mustard, Grey Poupon, chili sauce, relish, etc)

d. Soda
· Pepsi

· Coke

· Mountain Dew

· 7-Up

· Diet Colas

e. Have utensils and plates

3 Have birthday-boy open presents (12:30-1:00)


a. Have presents stacked on patio as guests arrive


b. Have “Chair of honor” ready


c. Make sure B-day Boy reads cards******


d. List for thank-yous


e. Band Aids for paper cuts

4.  Organized games (1; 00-2:00)

a. Have materials for all games ready


b. Create teams for games that need them


c. Hold games

· Peanut race

· Nintendo Olympics

· Piñata
· Water balloon relay


D. Have 1st aid kit on hand

5.  Cake and Ice cream (2:00-2:30)

a. Favorite cake for b-day boy

· Moist Chocolate cake

· German Chocolate frosting


b. Have Rocky Road Ice cream and a sorbet on hand


c. Have dishes and sporks

Task analysis of Lunch planning
The birthday boy really likes grilled hotdogs.  He also likes chips and sodas as well.  Seeing as how he really was not all that concerned with lunch, the parents took charge of this portion of the party.

Inputs:  

Birthday boy’s favorite brand of hotdogs, chips, and soda; chaperones favorite brand of soda; invited guests’ favorite brand of soda; determine if there will be any phenylketonuriks at party (Make sure they stay away from diet pops); Determine lactose intolerant guests (no cheesy-dogs for them); cost compare plates, spoons, forks and condiments for lunch; determine total number of guests; purchase enough for main course
Actions:

Child is presented with prospect of selecting favorite lunch; Parents go shopping; parents survey guests.
Outputs:

Lunch is served at party
Cues:

When asked about what to serve at party, B-day boy screams, “Hotdogs, chips, and pop!!”

Husband states, Chili sauce is gone, Dear.

People polled ask “What is phenylketylnuria?”

When in store comparing prices, B-day Boy says “I want Ballpark Franks.”
